ment that the profession to which they belong?with which they stand associated in the public mind?and from which they derive a livelihood, if not a fortune, should be at once respectable and respected, and so far removed from any general and well founded reproach as to rank among the varied avocations of society according to its positive utility.
The profession in which the practical dentist is engaged, is one so generally in demand?so endeared to community by the relief which it brings to human suffering?and requiring so much skill and talent to elevate it to its possible perfectibility, that nothing but the character of its professors has restricted its influence and usefulness in ages past, or shall in times to come, mar its reputation, or circumscribe its emolument.
Dentistry in its improved forms, is one of those new sciences by which the present age is distinguished?and although we have reason to suppose it had attained to some celebrity in the Augustan age of Rome, we may well ascribe to our own times, and even to the present century, the highest advancements in our art, known to authentic history.
No sooner is it discovered that any art or science must of necessity be incorporated in the texture of society, than it becomes demonstrable that its successful pursuit will be a permanent passport to fame and fortune;
and when this was ascertained to be the condition of our professional will for years to come, afford to such men the means of doing good which is the true felicity, by giving popularity to knowledge which is the sister of virtue.
